Challenge: What if any electronic devices should be banned from all class sessions?

1 Response to challenge

I think no electronic devices should be banned from the classroom for two reasons.

1) They’re an integral part of our lives.

2) The tools can be used for great teaching.

Connection: I had a teacher who asked us to use our connections to get information that supplemented his lecture. Like, he would have us look up definitions of terms online. We’d find several, and he’d help us think about which were better than the others. I learned a lot!

3 Review of 1, rating 4  

Wow! This seems like a cool prof, teaching life skills like evaluating stuff you find on the Internet and making sense of it. He must be one of those Distinguished Teachers.

7 Critique of 3, rating 2, 2, 0

I really like your connection to life skills. I hadn’t thought of that before. I keep thinking how important course content is, but I forget most of it after the final. What I remember from courses is those “life skills.”

8 Critique of 3, rating -2, 0, 0

What? Teaching life skills? That’s not what teachers are supposed to do. What happened to the course content I paid to get?

9 Review of 1, rating 1.5 

Your answer is not acceptable, but I gave you half a point for the connection.

I paid for knowledge about the subject matter. The teacher shouldn’t be wasting time in teaching that other stuff. It seems like laziness on his part. Just tell me what’s going to be on the test, man!

12 Critique of 9, rating -2, 0, 0

Can you elaborate on what you found unacceptable about the answer? I don’t agree with the answer, but it’s defended, so I don’t think it’s unacceptable. I think the response deserves a much higher rating than you gave it.

10 Review of 1, rating 3

Yeah, I use electronic devices all the time outside of class. But in class we should be learning, not playing around with Facebook and texting.

And that sounds like a really incompetent teacher, if he’s making students do all the work.

13 Critique of 10, rating 0, 0, 0

I think you underestimate how much competence goes into deciding how to make use of the technology in educational ways.

2 Response to challenge

It doesn’t really matter what’s banned. It can’t be enforced. It’s all up to the teacher. 

6 Review of 2, rating 2.5

You’ve answered the question, but I don’t think you have defended your answer well. Why does the difficulty of enforcement mean that it doesn’t matter? It’s hard to enforce seat belt laws, too, but I think they matter. And yes, it’s all up to the teacher, but does that mean that it doesn’t matter? I don’t see how. 

5 Review of 2, rating 1

Sorry I can’t give a higher rating to a response that doesn’t answer the question. The question asked what should be banned, and you didn’t answer it. You just said it didn’t matter.

Also, did you realize you left out an extension question or connection to material in the course?

11 Critique of 5, rating -1.5, 1, 0

I disagree with your statement that the response doesn’t answer the question. I think “It doesn’t matter” answers the question. I disagree with the answer, but it’s defended, so I think your rating is too low.

4 Response to challenge

I think laptops and tablets should be allowed, but not Internet access. Internet access is distracting. We should be paying attention to the teacher, so we can learn the knowledge of the course. 

Extension question: What technology should be banned from exams?

